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U.S. SUPPORT FOR TAIWAN/Passage

SUBJECT: A resolution expressing the United States’ continued support for Taiwan . . . S.Con. Res. 107. Passage.

ACTION: CONCURRENT RESOLUTION AGREED TO, 92-0

SYNOPSIS:  As introduced angassed, S.Con. Res. 107, a resolutigoressiry the United States’ continuedpport for
Taiwan, affirms that Cagress:

® is committed to Taiwan and tipeople of Taiwan, in accordance with the Taiwan Relations Act (Public Law 96-8);

® expects, consistent with the Taiwan Relations Act, that the future of Taiwan will be deterpipeddeful means, and
considers aneffort to determine the future of Taiwawy tther tharpeaceful means a threat to fheace and secwyiof the Western
Pacific and ofjrave concern to the United States;

® is committed, consistent with the Taiwan Relations Act, to ngedailable to Taiwan such defense articles and services in
suchquantities as mabe necesswgrto enable Taiwan to maintain a sufficient self-defengaluiity; and

® is committed, consistent with the Taiwan Relations Act, to lggtvie President and Cgiress determine the nature and
guantity of defense articles and services for Taiwan basedyagdeh theirjudgment of the needs of Taiwan.

The resolution also ges the President of the United States to seeiblic renunciation ¥ the Peple’s Republic of China of
ary use of force, or threat to use forcgaimst democratic Taiwan.

The resolution contains the follovgriindings:

® at no time since the establishment of thepRes Republic of China has Taiwan been under the control of th@l®so
Republic of China;

® the United States ban its lory, peaceful relationspiwith Taiwan in 1949;

® since the enactment of the Taiwan Relations Act in 197%dliey of the United States has been based on thectation
that the future relationghbetween the Pete’s Republic of China and Taiwan would be determingdobaceful means;

® in March, 1996, the Pele’'s Reoublic of China helgrovocative militay exercises, includgmissile launch exercises in the
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Taiwan Strait, in an attephto intimidate thepegple of Taiwan durig their historic, free, and democragiesidential election;

o officials of the Peple’s Republic of China refuse to renounce the use of fogaerest democratic Taiwan;

® Taiwan has achievedggiificant political and economic strggth as one of the world’premier democracies and as the
nineteenth lagest econom in the world;

® Taiwan is the United States’ seventlyést tradig partner and irports more than twice as much annpals does the Pple’s
Republic of China; and

® no treaties exist between the plets Republic of China and Taiwan that determine the future status of Taiwan.

Those favoringpassge contended:

During President Clinton’s recentgrio China, he made the follovgrstatement: “I had a chance to reiterate our Tajedioy,
which is that we don’t qaport indgoendence for Taiwan, or two Chinas, or one Taiwan-one China. And we don't believe that
Taiwan should be a member ofyasrganization for which statehood is aju@ement.” This statement is yeroubling for a number
of reasons. First, fiublicly and exlicitl y echoes the communist Chinggwernment’s “three noes”: no ingendence for Taiwan,
no recanition for a sparate Taiwanesgovernment, and no pport for Taiwan’s memberspiin international aganizations. The
Clinton Administration has gued that the United States hagiliaitl y suypported theserinciples in thepast. However, it has never
before been gticitl y stated g a United States President, and the fact is thagdliey has alwgs been @reat deal more coplex
and balanced. Taiwan has been a steadfgdfoaltlecades. The United Statepmarts it militarily, and ly law it has committed
to sypporting it militarily. Simply spouting the Chinese communiparty line, without ay qualifying statements such as that the
United States qaports ony apeaceful settlement of Taiwan'’s status, makegpear to be a mar charge in U.S policy, and even
a total abandonment of Taiwan. Secondgtiagity of the statement is cgpounded § the fact that it was made in Sigaai, China,
which is the site of the infamous (in thges of Taiwan) “Shaghai Commurtue” of 1972 in which the United States moved closer
to recanizing the Peple’s Republic of China as the ¢timate government of China. Choogjithis site makes itgoear even more
to be a deliberate chgminpolicy. Third, this statement bears all of the magkinf aquid pro quo. The communisigave President
Clinton the @portunity to make four live statements on Chinese radio and televisionppaarance is that in return, President
Clinton met with officials in Tiananmerg8are (the site of the communist gater ofpro-democrag, peacefulprotestors) and
that he made this statement in Siffaai. Fourth, we believe that President Clinton’s statement can be read to mean that the United
States will @pose indeendence for Taiwan undenaand all circumstances, even if Taiwan is attacke@lina or the Taiwanese
pele vote overwhelmigly for indegpendence. We remind our colfpees that on June 12, 1950, then-SecyatéiState Dean
Acheson made a remark about Korea notdiirthe United Statespbere of interest, and that statement was giméoi convince
Russia and China that the United Statesgihasg them agreen Ight to back a wargainst South Korea. We also remind them that
China has refused to renounce the use of fagamst Taiwan, and we remind them that China has conducted missile exercises off
the coast of Taiwan in 2 of the lasydars. The President’s remark clgasi not in line with the United Statg®licy on Taiwan.
We in Comgress need to vote in favor of this resolution to correct the misission that was madg the President’s statement.
We uige our collegues to adpt this resolution unanimousl

No arguments were expressed in opposition to passage.



